Proposal & Reference List Grading Rubric – COMM 375

Reference List & Proposal – You will select a topic of interest and review research by communication scholars. There are two main parts:
1. Proposal: In at least two paragraphs you will explain and justify your research topic.
2. Reference List: Submit an APA formatted reference list of at least 10 peer-reviewed communication journal articles covering the research you will discuss in your literature review. 
· Proposal & Reference page must be uploaded by 11:59 p.m. Saturday, February 6

	     /50


	
	Number of Sources
	Proposal

/20 points
	Quality/Appropriateness of Sources
       
      /15 points
	Formatting and Accuracy of citations
        /15 points

	A
	15 or more sources
	- Proposed project offers insights specific to the field of communication and/or media
- Introduces & justifies a focused, feasible project idea
	- All sources come from peer-reviewed, scholarly research in communication
- All sources connect to a proposed topic
- Source list shows a comprehensive effort to research topic
	- List is properly formatted (alphabetized, double-spaced, hanging indent)
- No errors in citation format, punctuation, spelling, or capitalization

	B
	10-14 sources
	- Project is well justified and holds potential for new insights
- Project idea is justified but is slightly lacking in either focus or feasibility
	- All sources come from peer-reviewed, scholarly research. One or two from outside of communication
- Sources mostly cohere around a proposed topic
- Source list shows strong effort to research the proposed topic
	- List is mostly properly formatted
- 1 to 3 minor errors in citation format, punctuation, spelling, or capitalization

	C
	8-10 sources
	- Project is either slightly too broad or too complicated
- There’s a solid idea for a project presented adequately but not particularly well justified
	- All sources come from peer-reviewed, scholarly research. Several from outside of communication.
- Source list connects to a single topic but is overly broad 
- Source list shows effort to research the proposed topic
	- List has one or two errors in citation formatting
- 4 – 6 minor errors in citation format, punctuation, spelling, or capitalization

	D
	6-7 sources
	- Project idea is not new or creative
- Project idea is not feasible and/or is not clearly related to communication research

	- Two or more sources are not from peer-reviewed, scholarly research. More than half of the sources come from outside communication research.
- Research topic is unclear or un-focused (based on sources cited)
- Source list shows a lack of time or effort researching
	- List has more than two errors in citation formatting
- 7 - 10 errors in citation format, punctuation, spelling, or capitalization

	F
	Less than 6 sources
	- Proposal is underdeveloped and lacks thought or planning
- Proposal fails to establish a justification for the project
	- Sources are not from peer-reviewed scholarly research or communication research.
- No cohesive or identifiable research topic	
- No apparent effort or time given to list compilation. 
	- List has multiple document formatting errors
- More than 10 errors in citation format, punctuation, spelling, or capitalization



